


 On Saturday, January 31, the Pacific Locomotive Association hosted the first 
dinner party in their ex SP 10040 heavyweight diner and our 2979 Lounge. The 
occasion was to honor Bud Barlow and his contributions to the 10 year restoration 
project of the diner. Most of the volunteers who have made this project a reality were 
on the guest list. 
 GGRM donated the use of the newly refurbished 2979 lounge to help PLA 
celebrate the occasion. The lounge and diner were taken to the Sunol for the evening 
where the train was parked in front of the depot. Guests arrived at 5:30, drinks and 
hors’deovers were served in the lounge by Severn Edmonds and Dave Roth as Roy 
Wullich tended bar. The party then moved into the diner, and everyone enjoyed the 
meal catered by Essanay Cafe of Niles. Dinner choices were steak, chicken and 
salmon prepared to recipes of the California Zephyr. The family of Bud Barlow were 
honorary guests. 
The diner, built by Pullman in 1926, is of the clerestory roof design. It was purchased 
for Southern Pacific subsidiary Oregon and California and ran on many name trains. 
In 1946 it was painted into the red and orange Daylight scheme to operate in the San 
Joaquin Daylight pool. After its retirement in the early 1960's, it was used in work 
train service. It ended up in Sparks Nevada, before coming by truck to the PLA. 

The Bud Barlow Special 
First Park and Party Train 
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In 2009 operations will become an important part of our activities as the 2972 
will be operated for special events and the 2979 lounge will be available for 
charter service on the Niles Canyon Railroad 
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